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REASONS ACADEMY

GOOD SCIENCE, GOOD FAITH: CREATION VS. EVOLUTION

PREREQUISITE: Good Science, Good Faith, part 1
Students need to complete the first semester of the “Good Science, Good Faith” course
before beginning this one.

INSTRUCTORS

Dave Rogstad, Ph.D.

Jeff Zweerink, Ph.D.

RTB Volunteer Apologists
Reasons To Believe
731 E. Arrow Hwy.
Glendora, CA 91786
Phone: (626) 335-1480

FACILITATOR

Mr. Ed Greer
Reasons To Believe
731 E. Arrow Hwy.
Glendora, CA 91786
Phone: (626) 335-1480
Email: bstuart@reasons.org
Phone: (626) 335-1480, x116

NOTE TO PARENTS: Although the online facilitator will help with accountability in grading,
it is highly recommended that you also help to monitor your teen’s progress so you can alert the
tutor if problems arise. This will also help keep your child motivated, as well as provide some
wonderful opportunities to engage him or her in a discussion about what he or she is learning.




rev. 11/3/06

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course covers the following major areas of study:

Scientific and biblical data about the origin of the universe;
Astronomical discoveries that the earth was designed for human life;
Scientific and biblical data about the origin of life;

Scientific and biblical data about the origin of humanity;

Scientific weaknesses of naturalistic evolution.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course, and in light of the lectures, reading, student interactions and
assignments, students should be able to:

1. Explain the compatibility of the “big bang” theory with what the Bible teaches about the
origin of the universe,

2. Define the anthropic principle and explain how astronomical discoveries provide
compelling evidence that the earth was designed for human life,

3. Compare and contrast the Darwinian scenario for the origin of life with RTB’s creation
scenario,

4. Compare and contrast the Darwinian scenario for the origin of humanity with RTB’s
creation scenario,

5. Summarize the scientific weaknesses of naturalistic evolution.

LESSON FORMAT

Read through each lesson carefully.

Each lesson contains approximately 2 hours of instruction.

Each lesson contains an average of 20 pages of reading.

Each lesson contains an average of 1 hour of follow up work (i.e., study questions).
Once students have completed the lecture portion of the lesson, they should complete the
study questions and then upload their answers through the WebCT interface.

6. Students will participate in threaded discussions with the course facilitator and other
students after each lesson.
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RESOURCES

Textbooks
Bruce Bickel and Stan Jentz, Creation and Evolution 101: A Guide to Science and the Bible in
Plain Language, (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 2004).

DVDs

Evolution. Executive Producer, Richard Hutton. 420 min. WGBH in association with Clear Blue
Sky Productions, 2001. DVD. [NOTE: You will only need episodes 1 and 7 from this
series. Individual episodes of this program are available for rent through Netflix.com and
Blockbuster.com (subscriptions required). Also check your public library for rental and
inter-library loan possibilities. Or you can purchase the entire series from amazon.com.]

If We Had No Moon. Executive Producer, David Taylor. 50 min. York Films. 2000. DVD.
(available for sale exclusively through the Discovery Channel web site at
http://shopping.discovery.com or for rent on NetFlix.com.)

Journey Toward Creation. 2nd ed. Produced and directed by Michael Lienau and Robert
Bontrager. Executive Producer, Hugh Ross. 75 min. Reasons To Believe in association
with Global Net Productions, 2003. DVD.

“Unraveling Starlight and Time.” Mysteries Examined, vol. 1. Produced and directed by Robert
Bontrager. Executive Producer, Hugh Ross. 55 min. Reasons To Believe, 1999. DVD.

The Icons of Evolution. Directed by Brian Boorujy. 75 min. Illustra Media, 2002. DVD.

COURSE GRADING

Your final grade will be determined on the following basis.

Class participation (study questions + threaded discussions) 40% (4% per week)
Teacher interview 15%
Research paper 25%
Final Exam 20%
FREE PASS

Every student will receive one free pass to skip the threaded discussion for that week. You must
notify your instructor at least 24 hours ahead of time that you are using your free pass.
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ASSIGNMENTS

Class Participation (40%)

Each week, once you have listened to the week’s lecture and answered the study questions, you
will interact in threaded online discussions with other students and the course facilitator. This is
also your opportunity to ask questions of the tutor about the readings and lectures.

Teacher Interview (15%)

Write a 3-page (~750 to 1000 words) response to an interview with a Christian who is also a
public school science teacher on the issue of creation and evolution. Your course facilitator will
provide you with full instructions.

Research Paper (25%)

Write a 7-page research paper (~2500 words, excluding footnotes and bibliography) on the topic
of your choice related to the creation/evolution debate (not the age of the earth debate). Y our
course facilitator will provide you with full instructions.

Final Exam (20%)

There will be a cumulative written exam based on the material presented from the beginning of
the course. It will consist of a written essay in response to a video program. You will be able to
use your Bible.

GENERAL MATTERS

Submission — All written assignments should be uploaded to the “Submit Assignment” section
in either Plain Text or Rich Text Format.

Written Assignment Format — Major assignments should conform to the APA (American
Psychological Association) referencing style. You can access online citation templates at
ttp://www.aresearchguide.com/. If you need some helpful tips on writing research papers,
download this PDF from Columbia High School:
http://www.somsd.k12.nj.us/chsstylemanual.pdf.

General format — ALL assignments should be Times New Roman 12 point font, double-spaced,
with 17 margins.

L ate assgnments— Late assignments may be penalized at the rate of 1% per weekday (Monday-
Friday) that they are late. Extensions for reasons of personal hardship or emergencies should be
applied for (by e-mail) before the due date, when granted, no penalty shall be applied for the
period of the extension.

Academic Integrity — The principal rule of academic integrity is that you will do your own
work, executed to the best of your own ability, exclusively for the assignment for which it is
presented. Because Reasons To Believe seeks to develop mature Christians, we acknowledge the
principle of academic integrity. Consequently, we consider all forms of dishonesty, including
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plagiarism or cheating in any form, to be wrong, non-productive, and contrary to our educational
objectives and your best interests. Breaches of academic integrity will have an adverse impact on
the grade of the relevant assignment.
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ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
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101a

“Darwin’s Dangerous Idea,” Evolution
(episode 1)

Creation & Evolution 101 (Introduction,
chapters 1-2)
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102a

A Tale of Two Models (Mark Perez)

102b

Building a Scientific Model of
Creation (Dr. Jeff Zweerink)

Creation & Evolution 101 (chapters 3-4)
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103

Big Bang or Big Fraud? (Dr. Dave
Rogstad)

Creation & Evolution 101 (chapter 5)
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104a

Journey Toward Creation

104b

Unraveling Starlight & Time

Creation & Evolution 101 (chapter 6)
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105a

If We Had No Moon

105b

Our Miraculous Moon (Dr. Dave
Rogstad)
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106a

Origins of Life (Dr. Fuz Rana)

106b

The Perfect Fires: Faint Sun Paradox
(Mark Ritter)

Creation & Evolution 101 (chapter 7)

L esso

nv

107a

Creation vs. Evolution (Tyler Green)

107b

Icons of Evolution
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108a

Extinction/Replacement Events and
RTB’s Speciation Model (Dr. Hugh
Ross)

108b

The Day the Earth Nearly Died

Teacher interview due.
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Lesson 9

109a | Imago Dei: Image of God (Kenneth Creation & Evolution 101 (chapters 8-9)
Samples)

109b | Origin of Humanity (Dr. Virgil
Robertson)

Lesson 10

110 | Hope, Purpose and Destiny (Mark Creation & Evolution 101 (chapters 10-
Ritter) 12)

Research Paper due.

Therewill bea FINAL EXAM for this course. Your course fadlitator will let you know
when it will bedue and how toturnit in.



