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Breakfast with Bradley: Come Feed Your Mind Oct. 17

What is it like to balance a very
successful academic career and
an outspoken upfront belief in
the Bible and creation?

This is one of several topics
that Dr.Walter Bradley, Distin-
guished Professor of Engineering
at Baylor University, will address
at our monthly meeting of the
RTB Austin Network at 8:30 a.m.
at Hill Country Bible Church NW
(see back page for directions).

Bradley’s talk is being spon-
sored jointly the Austin RTB Net-
work and the Hill Country Insti-
tute for Contemporary Christian-
ity.

Our meeting time will be 8:30
am (instead of the usual 10 am).
We will serve breakfast tacos.
We changed the meeting time to

allow everyone an opportunity to
get back to a tv set in time to watch
another outspoken upfront believer
in Christ Jesus, Colt McCoy, go up
against in the Oklahoma Sooners
at 11 a.m. (That’s a nice way of
saying we are changing our regular
meeting time to accommodate
those of us addicted to UT football.)

Dr. Bradley is the author of sev-
eral books dealing with science
and faith and is one of the most
prolific speakers in the U.S. on the
topic. As he shares with us in the
interview on page 2, he has given
125 talks to more than 70,000
students and faculty at scores of
universities including 19 of the 20
top ranked universities in the U.S.

Bradley got his PhD in materials
science at UT. He has received 5

research awards. He is coauthor of
“The Mystery of Life’s Origin.” He was
at Texas A&M from 1976 to 2002
where he served as department head
of the mechanical engineering.

He is now contributing to Third World
country economies by developing a
means of converting coconut into die-
sel fuel, particle board, and reinforce-
ment for engineering plastics.

Interview with Walter 2
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As an RTB volunteer apolo-
gist, | answer calls from all

14 billion year old universe
endangered her salvation.

should not be a salvation
issue—although how it can
be a barrier to evangelizing

John Weber’'s new
apologetics class
Update on Pastor’s

Conference on Faith
and Science

RNA slides now
available

Directions to Our
Meeting Place

over the U.S. to the RTB Hot-
line during a once -per-week
two-hour stint. fielding que-
ries from those seeking an-
swers to questions related
to the rational and scientific
bases of the Christian faith.

This past week a woman
from the Phoenix area
called, distressed that her
pastor said that her belief in

Having a scientific back-
ground, she wanted to wor-
ship without, as she said,
“having to check her brains
in before walking through
the church doors. “

After showing her how her
belief in an old earth does-
not run afoul of the Bible,
we discussed why the age-
of-the-earth controversy

the well educated.

Through the help of the
RTB Chapter in Phoenix, she
is now finding a church
home that does not elevate
this issue to either one of
salvation or fellowship. A
wise man once said regard-
ing interpretation differ-
ences: “lets major on ma-
jors, and minor on minors.”
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“My scientific

evidences for the
existence of God
have always
focused on the big
bang, the
mathematical
form that nature
takes, the fine
tuning of the
universal
constants, the
initiation
conditions after
the big bang and
the improbable
existence of a
earth-like home
for complex,
conscious life and
of course
information and
the origin of life,
on, which |

co-authored a

book.”

Earlier this week, Dr.
Bradley responded can-
didly to some questions
we posed regarding his
views on contemporary
issues in science apolo-
getics.

Q. Roughly, how many
talks have you given over
your career on intelligent
design and science apolo-
getic and to how many
people in how many ven-
ues?

| have given 125 talks on
secular campuses to
more than 70,000 stu-
dents plus faculty and
staff. | have given proba-
bly 150 talks in churches
and Christian schools.

Q. Over the past several
decades, what changes
have you observed in how
you are received?

It started out pretty hos-
tile in 1986 because peo-
ple assumed that science
would NEVER support
belief in a supernatural
creator, but over time
this has become more
widely recognized as a
legitimate possibility. The
response more recently
has changed to what | call
“fall back positions” such
as multi-verse theories
rather than complete de-
nial of the possibility. So
today we wrestle with the
evidence and not just

An Interview with Dr. Walter Bradley

someone”s philosophical
presuppositions. Thisis a
huge step forward.

Q. A 2006 poll by Chris-
tian pollster George Bar-
na revealed that 60 per-
cent of college educated
young adults raised in the
church had become spiri-
tually disengaged and
another 20 percent no
longer maintained the
level of activity from their
high school days. What
would you attribute this
to? Perhaps their young
earth creation back-
grounds?

| was not aware of this
statistic. | know many
Christian kids, including
friends of my children,
children of friends from
church, etc. that have
gone to college and rela-
tively few of them have
lost their faith.

Where this does hap-
pen, misperceptions
about the relationship
between faith and sci-
ence can certainly play a
role. Kids should not be
given the choice of 7-day
creation or atheistic evo-
lution as the only
choices.

Growing up in a very le-
galistic church environ-
ment or home that gives
a counterfeit experience
of what a relationship
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with Christ is suppose to
be can also be a big prob-
lem.

(Editors note: Dr Bradley
will speak to this issue on
Oct. 17 as well as the
following topic).

Q. Many Christians were
shocked by the hostility
visited by Baylor faculty
on Intelligent Design
scholar William Dembski.
You have served at three-
universities. Have you
had to keep a low profile?
Or does being an engi-
neer give you more free-
dom to question Darwin-
ism?

Bill's treatment at Baylor
was in every way a trav-
esty in my opinion. The
reasons for this hostile
treatment of Bill are too
complicated to describe
briefly, but it took me a
couple of years to finally
begin to understand what
was firing this hostility.

But let me emphasize
that to understand why
some people behaved as
they did is not a justifica-
tion for their behavior. In
my first two years at
Baylor, | experienced
more hostility that in my
24 years of service at
Texas A&M University and
8 year at Colorado School
of Mines, but this was not
just about faith and sci-



Volume 2 Issue 10

Looking for a Worship-Inducing Sunday School Class? wmmmmp

John Weber will be teaching an
adult fellowship class on “The
Bigger Picture on Creation
““using RTBOSs
trageros study
begins Sunday, Oct. 4, at 9 a.m.

Bradley Interview (Con’t)

ence, it was about the political
battle over Robert Sloan’s presi-
dency.

| have been treated fairly based
on my performance during my 32
years in public institutions but
have had some testy encounters
with colleagues who did not be-
lieve that a Christian perspective
had any place at a public institu-
tion and therefore objected not
just of my presentations on faith
and science but my general
openness about my faith with
students and colleagues—
practiced, | should add, in a very
legal way.

Q. Is the documentary “Expelled!
No Intelligence Allowed” a realis-
tic portrayal of what happens
when Christian scholars stray
from the naturalistic and politi-
cally-correct worldview planta-
tion?

| think that Expelled reflects what
can happen in the academy when
one takes a position that is in
opposition to evolution. | am not
sure if | avoided these kind of
attacks because | was in engi-
neering or because | have never
spoken on evolution.

My scientific evidences for the
existence of God have always
focused on the big bang, the

Kr
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mathematical form that nature
takes, the fine tuning of the uni-
versal constants, the initiation
conditions after the big bang
and the improbable existence of
a earth like home for complex,
conscious life and of course in-
formation and the origin of life,
on which | co-authored a book.

Since | am not a biologist, |
have avoided speaking on this
topic of evolution since it is not
my area of expertise. My back-
ground in materials science and
engineering, which is rich in
physics and chemistry, gives me
excellent tools to understand
and address the topics listed
above.

| really enjoy the Q&A times,
since | am standing on firm
ground in terms of my technical
understanding.

Deeper . 0

In addition to the topics dis-
cussed in this interview, Dr.
Bradley will speak briefly on
issues posed by Theistic Evo-
lution including the views of
some Intelligent Design advo-
cates such as Dr. Michael
Behe and Dr. Francis Collins,
the former director of the Hu-
man Genome Project and a
devout Christian.
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~J  THE BIGGER PICTURE ON
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| The Vibrant Dance of Faith
and Science: Empowering
the Church to Transform the
Culture

October 26-28, 2010.

Hill Country Institute for Contemporary Chris-
tianity will sponsor a three-day conference on
faith and science issues for pastors, non-
scientist church leaders, and scientists.

The symposium will address:

e understanding of current scientific is-
sues;

e the nature of scientific inquiry and the
limits of science;

e responding to the misuse of science to
further naturalistic beliefs;

e the nurture and care of the scientific per-
son; and

e engaging and transforming the culture in
science and faith matters.

Speakers lined up thus far include Dinesh
D’Souza, Debra Haarsma, Hugh Ross, Fuz
Rana, and Walter Bradley.

Call Larry Linenschmidt at 512 680-7993 (or
www.HillCountrylnstitute.org ) for information or
to volunteer.

HILL COUNTRY INSTITUTLE
——— ——— v O mm— ——
CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIANITY
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Our October meeting will be on Saturday, Oct. 17

(instead of our usual second Saturday of the math

8:30 a.m. (instead our usual 10 amt Hill Country Bi-

ble Church NW on the fourth floor of Bldg A (instead

of the usual third floox, and we will have breakfast ta-

cos and coffee (instead of the usual donutslpr. Brad-

| eyb6s talk begins at abaout

RNA Presentation Now Available

At

of her two-part series on RNA. The first was an introduction to RNA and DNA. It

| ast mont hés meeti ng, Patricia

set the stage for her second lecture explaning and her critiquing the recent claims

that science has found the pathway for a purely naturalistic origin of life based on

RNA molecule. Following her talk, several in attendance requested copies of her

slides. For copies of the PowerPoint presentations made by Patricia Fanning, PhD

biochemistry, please contact her at pfanning@earthlink.net.
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