
Skeptic magazine, and 

president of the Skep-

tics Society, has al-

ready agreed to partici-

pate should Dawkins 

be unavailable—or too 

expensive. 

 We will also be inviting 

UT faculty including No-

bel Prize winner, Ste-

ven Weinberg, to serve 

on a panel that will 

pose questions and cri-

tique the RTB Origins 

Model.  

If you want to partici-

pate in the planning 

and assist in this effort 

please attend our 

meeting this Saturday 

at 10 am. See p.3. 

Over the past several 

weeks, the Austin RTB 

Network has advanced 

the plans for a face-off 

between Hugh Ross 

and Fuz Rana of RTB 

and possibly famed 

atheist author Richard 

Dawkins, plus two UT 

faculty skeptics. 

Ross and Rana will put 

forth the RTB Origins 

Model which conforms 

with both a literal ac-

ceptance of Genesis 

and the record of na-

ture as reflected in bio-

logical and physical sci-

ences.  

The event will be held 

on either Tuesday, April 

28, at Gregory Gym or 

Wednesday, April 29, at 

Hogg Auditorium—

depending upon which 

venue we are able to 

secure. 

Hill House, a Christian 

campus organization, 

directed by Greg 

Grooms, is the official 

campus sponsor. 

Costs for the event may 

exceed $15,000. Fund 

raising will begin 

shortly.  

Richard Dawkins, au-

thor of The God Delu-

sion and the country’s 

best known apologist 

for atheism, has been 

invited.  Michael Sher-

mer, publisher of the 

Major Skeptics Forum Planned for UT Campus  

Coordinator’s Corner—Bob Davis 

Its exciting to meet the 

talented people being 

attracted to our new or-

ganization.  

I asked one of the new 

attenders (after discover-

ing that he publishes sci-

entific and technical 

books) to write a brief 

article for this newsletter.  

It appears on the next 

page. 

Another new attender 

volunteered to give a 

presentation at our 

next meeting.  

If you come to our 

meeting on Saturday, 

you can hear a presen-

tation by Rich Lawson 

on “The Gospel for the 

Scientifically Minded.” 

          ********** 

Those of us who are 

close to the RTB family 

were horrified to learn 

of the attempted mur-

der of Hugh Ross’ son. 

On the next page, Dr. 

Bob Stuart of RTB 

shares  how God can 

bring good from even 

this senseless act of 

evil.   
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  The following is a brief visit 

with two “renowned” atheist 

scientists and their views on 

the origin of life. What you are 

about to read should make 

most thick-skinned skeptics 

wonder why their viewpoints 

are taken seriously.  Unfortu-

nately, for most atheists, al-

most any idea (no matter how 

crazy it sounds) on the origin of 

life is feasible as long as there 

is no hint of God as the Creator.  

Atheist No. 1 Francis Crick  

  The first well-known atheist, 

Francis Crick, received the No-

bel Prize for his work on DNA. 

Francis Crick proposed directed 

transpermia as the mechanism 

for DNA appearing on Earth. 

Crick proposed that DNA was 

transported to Earth by intelli-

gent beings. However, Crick ne-

glected to discuss who created 

those intelligent beings that 

sent the DNA to Earth.  

  Crick developed this theory 

because he did not believe that 

DNA on Earth could arise or 

survive on its own (due to a re-

ducing climate). The idea DNA 

was sent to Earth (and that was 

how life began) by alien life 

forms was a feasible idea to 

Crick. Yet, it was too far-fetched 

for Crick to believe that God 

could have created DNA and 

life. 

Atheist No. 2 George Whiteside 

   Another renowned scientist, of 

“nanotechnology” fame, Chemis-

try Professor George Whiteside of 

Harvard University, received the 

Priestly Medal in 2007. The fol-

lowing is an excerpt from White-

side’s address to the audience.  

The Origin of Life. This problem is 

one of the big ones in science. It 

begins to place life, and us, in the 

universe. Most chemists believe, 

as do I, that life emerged sponta-

neously from mixtures of mole-

cules in the prebiotic Earth.  

How? I have no idea. Perhaps it 

was by the spontaneous emer-

gence of "simple" autocatalytic 

cycles and then by their combina-

tion. On the basis of all the chem-

istry that I know, it seems to me 

astonishingly improbable.  

  The idea of an RNA world is a 

good hint, but it is so far removed 

in its complexity from dilute solu-

tions of mixtures of simple mole-

cules in a hot, reducing ocean un-

der a high pressure of CO2 that I  
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  Crick and Whiteside recog-

nized the difficulties of DNA/

RNA surviving in a reducing cli-

mate. So, if we are to believe 

Crick or Whiteside, then either 

life came from DNA that was 

sent to Earth by aliens or RNA 

emerged spontaneously in a 

prebiotic soup.  

   The prebiotic soup is espe-

cially difficult to digest since it 

can’t explain how the RNA sur-

vived in a reducing climate.  

However, I have to agree with 

Crick and Whiteside on the fol-

lowing points.  

    First , Crick implied that 

there had to be intelligence be-

hind the presence of DNA on 

Earth.  Second, Whiteside said 

that he and most other chem-

ists believe that the idea of life 

emerging spontaneously on 

Earth in a prebiotic soup is as-

tonishingly improbable.  

  When atheists/evolutionists 

express their thoughts on the 

origin of life, it should only give 

believers more “reasons to be-

lieve”! 

 
References: 

Cover Story from Chemical and Engi-

neering News March 26, 2007, Volume 

85, Number 13 pp. 12-17,  Revolutions 

In Chemistry - Priestley Medalist 

George M. Whiteside’s address. 
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/

coverstory/85/8513cover1.html 

 

“The prebiotic soup is es-

pecially difficult to di-

gest since it can’t explain 

how the RNA survived in 

a reducing climate.” 

http://pubs.acs.org/cen/coverstory/85/8513cover1.html
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/coverstory/85/8513cover1.html


Monthly Meeting of Austin RTB 

Network 

 

Sat. 10 am-Noon, Jan.10, 2009 

 

Hill Country Bible Church (see 

map above) 

 

Agenda: 

 Introductions 

 Presentation:  “The Gospel for 

the Scientifically Minded” by 

Rich Lawson 

 Update on plans for the April 

University Skeptics Forum.   

 

Directions to our Meeting Place 

even this awful event to bring 

glory to Himself and thus 

good from intended evil. 

(Rom.8:28 ). An excerpt from 

a note from Dr. Bob Stuart of 

RTB’s office follows: 

Three acquaintances that were 
present where the stabbings 
took place came to visit Joel in 
the hospital.  All are unbeliev-
ers and one of them was the 
guy whose birthday had been 
celebrated.  He is feeling espe-
cially guilty for what has hap-
pened due to his insistence 
that the party be held at the 
lounge where the trouble broke 
out.   
 
These young men joined Hugh 
Ross along with a pastor 
(Ryan Armstrong’s father) and 
prayed together.  They were 
definitely moved during the 
time of prayer and are re-

  Joel Ross and another Chris-

tian young man, Ryan Arm-

strong,also in his 20s, were 

attending a birthday party in a 

public place when an ex-

change of words took place 

between one of the party go-

ers and another group. 

Hoping to make peace be-

tween the two groups, Joel 

and Ryan approached the 

troublemakers only to be at-

tacked with long knives.  Joel 

was badly injured (pierced 

through his body) and Ryan 

was killed.  Joel is now recov-

ering at home. The assailants 

remain at large. 

   Apparently, God is using 
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   We meet on the 4th 

floor of Bldg A at Hill 

Country Bible Church 

NW. HCBC is 1.4 miles 

west of US 183 on RR 

620. 

   Look for the Reasons to 

Believe signs outside of 

the north entrance, take 

the elevators to the 4th 

floor, and go to room 

4.101. 

 

 

 

Update on the stabbing of 

Hugh Ross’ Son, Joel 

Evaluating their lives in the light of 

eternity.  




