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Chapter Meeting: Sunday February 21, 3-5pm 





We invite you to attend our monthly meeting. We’ll enjoy some refreshments, while discussing the latest RTB/intelligent design news, and hear a presentation… 


 


Date: Sunday, February 21


Time: 3-5pm


Host:  Dan and Cathy Bakken


Location:  13216 N. Peone Rd, Mead, WA


Phone:  466-2693


 





Evolution and Radical Environmentalism: A Link?


right to decide the fate of the world and the life on it. Thus data may be manipulated to their advantage, since they have established themselves as information gatekeepers, and bastioned themselves in their fortress of science. “We’re superior because we have no agenda.” 


Well, it’s obvious that both environmental activist scientists and evolutionary scientists have agendas based on their worldviews, just like other human beings. In the case of the evolution supporters, some have taken extraordinary steps to minimize the position of intelligent design proponents. They’ve even stooped to computer hacking, as in the case of the repeated shutting down of a recent intelligent design conference registration website, illegally withholding grant money, as in the case of astronomer Guillermo Gonzalez, and ‘crying wolf,’ claiming that intelligent design proponents want to take over American society and government, and put all supporters of evolution into concentration/retraining camps, as argued by an evolutionist in a televised debate a few years ago. 


Not only that, when evolutionists and environmentalists are challenged, their response seems to turn emotional immediately. How dare the paradigm they support be challenged? 


Why such adamant, emotional defense of their position? Because they sense a potential challenge to their moral choices. Phil Johnson said, "I have found that any discussion with modernists about the weaknesses of the theory of evolution quickly turns into politics, particularly sexual politics." Why? Because modernists "typically fear that any discrediting of naturalistic evolution will end in women being sent to the kitchen, gays to the closet, and abortionists to jail." 


Nancy Pearson said, “People are right to sense instinctively that more is at stake in scientific theories than science.” This is the case both for evolution science and environmental science. 

















Product Highlight from RTB’s Catalog





Objection Overruled: ''Science Has Disproved Christianity'', Audio CD, by Fuzale Rana, $7 plus S&H. Available from � HYPERLINK "http://www.reasons.org/catalog/" ��http://www.reasons.org/catalog/�. 





The more that scientists discover about the natural world, the more the evidence mounts for a Creator. Such corroboration for the Christian worldview erodes atheistic worldview assumptions. In this unique message at his church, Dr. Fazale "Fuz" Rana, quotes a variety of professional scientists--many of whom are atheists--to marshal his case that the objection that science has disproved Christianity is without merit. This is a great nonthreatening message to pass along to a Christian friend who has never heard of Reasons To Believe or thought about science apologetics. Dr. Rana's style in this talk is very conversational and accessible to the lay-person. 











Evolution and Radical Environmentalism: A Link?





Researchers and skeptics have long wanted to see exactly how their data was compiled. That is now impossible. Environmental researcher Roger Pielke discovered data had been lost when he asked for original records. “The CRU is basically saying, ‘Trust us’. So much for settling questions and resolving debates with science,” he said. And the Center’s attitude toward skeptics is revealed to be worse. In their emails the researchers discussed methods of thwarting skeptics’ requests for data. CRU director Phil Jones told Australian scientist Warwick Hughes in a 2005 email: "Why should I make the data available to you, when your aim is to try and find something wrong with it."





The U.S. government, mainstream media, environmental activists and researchers have ignored the incident, along with its ramifications for our economy and lifestyle, and continued to support drastic changes to “save the planet” from the “virus” of mankind. However, just recently the Unit’s director, Phil Jones, admitted that researchers are uncertain about some of this data, and that there has actually been a global cooling trend for the last fifteen years. This falls in line with the idea that a naturally occurring warming and cooling cycle is not out of line. 





In fact, there are many physical, chemical and biological processes involved in the heating and cooling of the earth. For example, the domestication of cows and the cultivation of rice over the past eight thousand years have nearly doubled the methane in the atmosphere. And some of man’s activities, especially in smoggy areas, actually have cooling effects. We need to look at the issue with a wide lens to be able to draw many conclusions about whether our activities are contributing to a cataclysmic global warming pattern. We can hope that the science that is so desperately needed will be done correctly and openly, in a manner best suited to the discovery of the truth. 




















So why are we talking about events which some would say are not “PC” in a newsletter that focuses on intelligent design? Because we can draw parallels between evolution supporters and global warming supporters. 





Evolutionary biologists steadfastly refuse to even entertain the possibility that the Darwinian view of life’s origin and history might somehow be unfounded. They insist that nothing in biology makes sense except in the light of evolution.





Evolutionary scientists interpret shared anatomical features between different species as evidence of a gradual Darwinian process that proves that life descended from a common ancestor. However, the same data, if interpreted with a different worldview, could be evidence for a Designer with a common blueprint who likes to reuse biological elements, probably for very good reasons. 





So what it really comes down to is worldview. Evolution supporters base their worldview on naturalism – the idea that our universe is a closed system. Nothing supernatural is allowed into the box – only natural processes are allowed. Intelligent design proponents base their worldview on an open system, one where God has accessed the box in the process of creating matter, energy, space, time, and life. 


�


A computer simulation illustrating the formation of galaxy clusters and large-scale filaments in a model of the Universe


The environmental activist worldview is based on beliefs that vary from secular humanism to gaia earth worship, along with an elitism that strongly influences its members to think that they have the 





We don’t want to paint a picture of all environmental activists and evolution supporters as willing to overturn all moral and societal boundaries to get their way. But we want to point to the obvious conclusions of a naturalist world view – and that is, the dehumanization of humankind into either mere animals, or mere cogs in the machine. And that point of view can justify many actions that lead to wrong decisions. Let us hope that more and more scientists can rediscover what birthed modern science: a worldview based on a creator God who wants to be discovered, and ordered his creation so that men seeking to ‘think the thoughts of God after Him’ might find Him. 


For more information:


“Are Biologists Willing to Test Evolution?” by Fuz Rana, 9/27/09. � HYPERLINK "http://www.reasons.org/are-biologists-willing-test-evolution" ��http://www.reasons.org/are-biologists-willing-test-evolution�


“Global Warming: How Concerned Do We Really Need to Be?” by Hugh Ross and Jeff Zweerink, 12/18/06. � HYPERLINK "http://www.reasons.org/global-warming-how-concerned-do-we-really-need-be" ��http://www.reasons.org/global-warming-how-concerned-do-we-really-need-be� 











Evolution and Radical Environmentalism: A Link?


By Cathy Bakken





In late November of 2009, emails between global warming researchers were released which have made some people doubt whether these researchers were acting in the best interest of science. Data that does not support global warming may have been hidden, and – intentionally or not – destroyed. It appears to the public that, in spite of the evidence, and in spite of the scientific credo – to search for the truth – these researchers provided false data in order to support global warming. This incident has been dubbed “Climategate”





At the heart of the controversy is the University of East Anglia’s Climate Research Unit, the world’s leading center for reconstructing past climate and temperatures.  Scientists at the Center have admitted to throwing away much of the raw temperature data on which their predictions of global warming are based. This data purported to show a long-term rise in temperature over the past 150 years. 


				See Page 2. 











Who We Are and What We Do: Your Local Reasons To Believe Chapter


We’re here to answer your questions and help local Christians and churches get more answers about science and the bible issues.  


We offer trained apologists and bring in national speakers to speak at local churches and other events to share these exciting discoveries. 


We help Christians overcome their fear of science and equip them to use it as an effective tool in spreading the Gospel. 


We reach out to skeptics and non-believers with gentleness and respect, encouraging them to evaluate their worldviews. 


Contact Information:


Phone: Ray Luse (509) 465-8562


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Spokane@reasons.org" ��Spokane@reasons.org�
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